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A MONTH IN THE MOON
A Serial Story of Remarkable Experiences By A LAURIE Marvelous Experience That Grew Out of the Lunar Company Limited How the Catchpenny Scheme of Throe Adventurers Was Trans

formed Into an Extraordinary Contribution to the World of Science Scenes and Incidents of a Sojourn on the Earths Satellite
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CHAPTER XXX-

A STRANGE INTRUSION
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The swbterraaean echoes alone
cd

Conslo rab y alarmed he lit several
matches in succession sad began an ex-
ploration of the hole but he hat not
gone ten paces before the usoloaeaess of
the proceeding came home to him

The hollow interior of the crater de
In a gentle slope so that there

was no fear of a dangerou fall On the
other hand Sir Bucephalus could not

ventured on a useless exploration
without a light

It seemed therefore certain that he
was en the crater and must in all
probability have been tempted to visit
one of the neighobrine valos

Sir Bucephalus is not there said
Norbert to Smith wl o had followed him
anxiously You had better go and zoo
if you eon find him Meanwhile we will
commence work here for there is not a
minute to lose and every instants delay
costs us ravel precious air

Smith obeyed and rest tot to work
vigorously

Virgil had already deposited the water
and cement in a hole dug with the sho
vel and mixing the content he now laid
it on the wall that was rapidly rising un
del hands The doctor

up the stones and Gertrude and Fa
tima passed them with a hearty laugh
at their own unaccustomed strength

Look said Gertrude holding
a rock that would have weighed a ten
oa the earth Is this little stone ef
any use to ye T

The work proceeded as rapidly as if
Titans were the builders

In a few suites the wall reached to
the foot ef Tekblii and as the plaster
solidified at once ea aacount of the
extreme dryaess their teak was

Smith caate back then aad sdgatjIedUy
heartbroken gestures that be bad net
quad the baronet

After aa Instants reflection Xerbart
resolved to give Ute signal to return to
the observatory

Perhaps he theagbt Str Buce-
abalus may mve eae by anothar
route or

There was so bareaet te be seen in
the drawing room as they had hoped
but there were traces of Ms appetite
The lunch left on the table was halt

on Cold mOt ham wine biscuits
sad desert had atl bees laid under
contribution

la truth Str Qucep balu could
nr MU all thai butt dlMpsoairad

I say ad the doctor that
ftadlim interestlHg at the
toot of the monptala ba hurried back
to it aJ nnce

The explanation seemed plausible
and was accepted by the eaatpnay in

faMit of say other solution They
took their seats at the tivWe without
further delay

Well are glad to found a
good supply of air in that cave said
UM doctor whoa ha bed somewhat sat-
isfied his ftppetke Bui hew will you
manage to utilise it my doer Manny
now that like another Bolus you have

1 in imprisoning it la your
cavern r Do you intend to send us there
for change or air now then Just
as I used to peck ray patients off to
Monte Carlo In those happy days when I
did sat practice en the moon Or do
you mean to put the air law barrels and
transport it bore

My plea is much simpler answered
Norbert You know that I began by
serins a well dews tIM middle ef the
mountain If Ute bottom of the well H
Put Pate communication with the air
reservoir sad a ventilator tilted to one
of those windows the whole of the ob-
servatory will have a sufficient supply

II Is a MOod Idea But are you not
afraid of being tdu generous with that
precious air Would It not be more
prudent te restrain the supply to what
is aboe lately naoenaary by passing tt
tbr MMca rubber or leadea tubes furnished
with a tap The tuhe would to be
of 9 considerable length tneuah nd
probably you sot not such a thing
in store
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There has sat boon much te com-
plain of httaarlo ld the doctor Bttt
It Is really palatial sot to be able
exchange ones thoughts outside this
oasonratory A height Wan occurred to

8 a little while ago Why shouldnt we
loam the deaf and dumb iaaguage

snail we sad Us alphabet
said Xorbert I own that I never
thought of provniinff that and perhaps
the omission was a mistake on my part

Perhaps we can devise a substitute
rsjotned the doctor I ueed to know it
pretty well once upon a time aad it is
stuck easier ban is Mipposed

has eoJy to remember the canyon
aa r nlgns that stand for the

twentyfour letters of the alphabet it is
stuck easier for us than for peer children
who hove sever had their sight or hoar
Ins and do not Know their laUors Coe

This is how tile loUor A J shown
doctor iirecesdod to t a b all
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the other letters of the alphabet in sue
cession He took out his notebook and
drew the signs of it In pencil

I dont how it Is he resumed
but it is a curious fact that a little

thing of this sort sometimes remains for
years in a corner of the memory much
like a bundle of letters in an old drawer
and ie ready for use when occasion of
fers We must have fresh signs It I have
forgotten any

They all proved good pupils and K S-

ticulnted in praiseworthy concert
glancing at Virgil thought that

even he was trying to learn the mute
language The soldier stood on the
threshold of the office gesticulating
wildly

But on a sudden his master saw that
his signs wore genuine attempts to at-

tract notice He was blinking his eyes
and making despairing gestures from
behind Gertrudes chair as if to intimate
to his master that he had something
serious and special to t mmunlcate to
him in private and as soon as possible

Norbert gave him a look to show that
bo understood and loft the table soon
after pretending that ho had to take the
time of a chronomotor In the Han of
Telescopes

There are thieves hero sir Virgil

Thlevaa What do mean
1 have Just found the storeroom quite

demolished The canned goods bis-

cuits sugar coffee everything Is gone
We have been robbed of tons Every-

thing is upset the drawers left and
the cases empty oa the floor Ont would

a troop ef Arabs must have Mon
there And it was all done while wo
were at the foot of the Peak For I
was the last to leave the storeroom
with a barrel of wier and I find It In

this state on my urn
Might it not have boon done by Sir

Bucephalus
Sir Bucephalus He couldnt

carried off all that i misting It must
have been the work or eight or tea
depend upon It Besides Sir Buoepba

has not been in I think and he has
not touched the lURCh table

What makes you think se
Everything The way in which the

ham is cut tho meats hacked about so
unlike tbe orderly methodical habits of
the English We servants notice these
little matters And then h has a good
appetite certainly but he could not
have eaten such a lot Besides his
dinner napkin has not boon unfolded
and his plate i quite clean No no
Believe me sir Sir Bucephalus has not
been in

But what HO you Infer
I dont knew I can only think that

thieves have been here within the last
heur or halfhour and they have car-
ried off not only an enormous quantity
of provisions but also

What
Arms sad Ammunition My rUle

which stood behind tbe door of the store-
room cad the doctors rifle that was
hanging up ia the drawingroom He
has not noticed Us aMeRce but I did

CHAPTER XXXI

ONLY CATALEPSY
After ascertaining the state ef things
the storeroom and ftndltig that Virgil

heat in no wtac exaggerated Norbort
called Brlet Into the Hall of Telescopes
to take counsel with blm and his faith-
ful servant
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Who were tn isjr strange thieves that
they should pennce upon the provisions
and leave the baronets splendid plate
untouched That circumstance alone
seemed to point to the probability of the
theft having been committed by an ani-

mal or a troop of unknown animals
rather tuna by a human being

On the other hand tbe disappearance
of the firearms must have been the
work ef intelligent though mischievous
beings Anyhow It was most Important
to ft ml out this truth and also to organ-
ize search party for the baronet

As th expedition bad Hs danger It
was settled that Gertrude and Fatima
should be left behind in charge of
Smith The doctor and Virgil armed to

a

¬

¬

tooth accompanied Norbert
The model valet was told of this de-

cision and strictly eajolned not to dis-

quiet the ladles left to his protection
as they not te know the reason of

sortie He wae however to leek
the door and te IIHYQ loaded flresrm at
hand and net to admit anyone without
good cause

Having these precautions our
throe explorers hastened to equip them-
selves for the adventure Then they
bade goodby to Gertrude under pretext
of going out to look for the baronet

Where we begin asked the
doctor

am Inclined to go toward the Sen
of Security replied NerbrtT-

fe ea cried 1atlma ctaanfa her
hands Oh how l should like o

It asWl above all te baths fn It as M-

tSnaKiiar t-

Dertt V la tseh a hurry Futima
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said orbert Thoro is no water in the
sea

No water fn a
No child there is net a drop on

the whole surface of the moon nor even
in Its atmosphere We should suffer
terribly from thirst If we had not a
good supply in store saves us at
least that torment As to tike tea of
which I speak It Is Itke all the others
in this world simply a sandy plain

Then why call them seas asked
Gertrude

Because the lint astronomers who
discovered thorn a hundred and gUy
or two hundred years ago took them for
seas as in conformation they much re-

semble the probable appearance of the
of our oceans supposing the wa

tpr had dried up But 1 will tell yeu
more about it on our return as I shall
certainly take the opportunity of study-
Ing the question more closely than tans
yet been done

Well go quickly In case said
Gertrude or you will bo overtaken by
night for it must sew bo 2 or 8 oclock
in the afternoon I caRt tell exactly
because all our clocks and watches have
stopped

There Is no foal of night coming
snld Norbert laughing Unless 1 am
very much out in my calculations

look forward to something like 3f4

hours of daylight-
It Is possible Are the days so loag-

as that in the moon
They last at least fourteen time

twentyfour hours There are only twelve
days throughout the lunar year
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And are We Ret to sleep ourta all
that period asked Fxtime in dismay

Nothing prevents our sleeping In
fact wo must make a point of having
fixed hours for repose o account of
our terrestrial habits Wd must sleep
in the daytime that is all

And will the nights they come
be equally loag

Quite During fourteen times twenty
four hours we shall only have the light
of the stars and ef the earth

H w strange It will be cried Fail
mil

Not stranger than the long polar
nights and days in the Arctic regions
of the terrestrial globe But mean whMe
we must to our abptoriutlim
Come doctor lot us start Virgil have
you the maps cempanp barontfdors ned
all neco

Yes sir
One word more Implored the doe

How will the barometer behave

Just as it does on earth or nearly
so That enables ue to keep our pro
vision of air and go about with Im
punity in the rarefied atmosphere ef the

If it is so rarefied hew is it that
the barometric tension Is the s s e as
that to which wo are used

The lunar atmosphere te much higher
than that of the earth That accords
with the intensity of the weight
of the surace ef this world aad ex
plain bow it Is that the lunar atmos-
phere is invisible from tbe oarth All
the facts fit in But enough Let us
us go now once for all

They went down the read cad the
slope of the great crater and were son
in the plata strewn with smaller

TbejH creased without stop
ping and in going toward the south-
west came befors long to tbe edge of
a vast sand bed

It extended to the hsriaen as tbe

roc od

tern
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moon

Z
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young astronomer had foreseen was ex-
actly like the Sahara with the exception
however that no oasis was visible and
the solar light was more Intense tItan ia
the African desert

Had there been single individual
alive or throughout this vast ex-
panse he would have beet seen ten
leagues off But not the least vestige or
animate or inanimae life disturbed
solitude

Let us go back and look In the Ap
pennines wrote Norbert passing his
note book to blat ooraptialOHs

The great chain of mountains stretched
from northwest to west It was com
posed of ranges of peaks rising to th
height of ten thousand feet above the
Sea of Serenity Mauny Dr Brlet aad

accomplished the first part ef tbe
ascent In loss than an how U was nol
very easy walking hut the three kay
olors explored it thoroughly
manfully terrace after terrace until at
length they stood on a summit whose
they commanded a view of both slopes
quite sixty leagues In extent

Vainly did they sweep the iinmen
circle with their glasses The solitude
was as complete us the bottom of the
dried up lunar ocean

Norbert had Just lowered the glass
and was about to give the signal to re
turn when his attention waa caught
a pyramidal rock surmounting the height
OH which he stood He went up to it It
had evidently been there by a hu-

man hand
It was rough but won wedged careful-

ly In and propped up with stoaento
veal it racking And U obviate all tiouaX-

a to Us origin the following Inaoriptlon

a
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the
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done with a knife was to be Hon on one
side

SIR BUCEPHALUS COGHILL
The First Mast

That Ever Climbed Those
Mountains

Well to be sure Xorbert
laughing a he pointed out the iaeertp

to the doctor It was to write
his same here then that the baronet
gave us all the slip shall find
him safe and sound depend upon it
when we return Who would have ac-

cused hint of such a freak of vanity
With their minds at rut the three

explorers sot off homeward down a sew
road It was a kind of deep that
led straight to the crater of Rhetleue
and was probably the bed of some aa

the sea-

l was shady and cool and best of
all they could actually hoar the sound
of their own footsteps which showed
that they must have hIt upon a stratum
of air

Norbert bfuttened to verity the fact by
taking off his oxygen respirator But
he had te put It on again quickly The
Boating modicum of air was not of suf
Scent density for animal We

On the other hand there was no trace
of vegetable existence The stratum of
sir was probably a remnant of the
earths atmosphere that butt boon im-

prisoned In those depths So reasoned

The ancient torrent skirted the base
of Rbeticas anti consequently that also
of Tehbali and brought them back to

U

We

jorge

cleat torrent that had torced its way to

I

said

n

Norbert

¬

¬

the observatory on the opposite aide
front that by which they had i

They seized the opportunity of inspect-
ing that part of the peak

As they passed along the read that
ran post the tomb ef the of Rha

a most unexpected sight met
their eyes

The stone closing the tew nod falles
down and the corpse lay exaoeed to
view In the hollow ef the rook where
ii tad been deposited

Norbert and Virgil Instinctively
turned away from the sight sad began
to lift up the stone in order to replace
It Bwt the doctor west to the body
and examined it with scieattnc curiosity
All at once be stooped took the dead
mans hand and looked intently at a
real patch on it that appeared to have
been the effect ef the suns heat

Turning Melt ta kill and
seeing that they wore evidently sur-
prised the doctor wrote on a page et
his notebook

A corpse horned by the sun Such
a thine yet It Is toe
preposterous eves in the moon

Norbert was aware of the physio-
logical truth that there te no more cer

akin is insensible to burning
The doctor took up kin stethoscope

and put it te the dead rasas chest
Alas He suddenly bethought him

self that there was no sound

So be
hastened to uncover Ute wisened wrist
and felt it with the palm of his own
hand

There a very feeble pulsation
scarcely perceptible but still unmis-
takable

Before Norbert and Virgil who stoodby lost ia Mmasemeat could make out
what the doctor wes about he raucht

a baby
and ran with him to the observatory

The doctor passed quickly through the
ef Mater and rushing to hisroom laid the dwarf en isle own heel

and actually to work to scrub him
vigorously front head to foot with a
clothes brush

At the same time he Inflated the lungs
f the supposed corpse by Wowing dewA

his snrgieal case and Inserted ia Kad
dours mouth having tarot with his for-
ceps palled forward the singularly
shriveled tongue

Norbert saw the dwarf slowly com
hack to life Ills breathing became

stronger axed he twisted anti turned
coughed and messed under the brisk
manipulation of the brush which left
him sa red ss a boiled lobster

At last he opened JIM eyes sad
murmured In French
Something to drink

Xorbert wondered if he were in M

dream Yet there was no room c
doubt There before bis very was
tbe dwarf of Rbadameh who had been
burled fifteen days back now all alive
speaking like anyone else

doctor was toe busy to be spoken
to After he had weP rubbed his pa-

tient he made him breathe pure oxygen
and poured half a glass of wine down his
throat Kxhaustml with his hard work

worthy man then swallowed a
bumper himself and wiped his forehead
with a selfsatisfied air

At last cried Norbert no longer
able to suppress his impatience Will
you explain this mystery

Explain it Nothing simpler saW
the doctor laughing This Is a case of
catalepsy I have long known that cer-
tain India jugglers and fakirs do it
but I have never before bad an opper

of witnessing the phenomenon
I am very glad to have seen it You
are witness that the fellow bore all bu
appearance of death and was burled
far how

Thirteen days unless I mistake
That less than tbe fakir of Gsylou
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mentioned to Dr Sterk as
buried for six months

Six months er six days is nmch the
same said Norbert for the phono
son is as extraordinary ia the one i

as the other How is it accounted for
lily most staple process of progres-

sion The ladies fakirs and jugglers be
gin by aceuotemtee themselves to live
with the minimum of vital force
through their habit of remaining mo-

tionless for long periods ef tisae They
practice holding their breath they live
In boxes that are mere or less hermet-
ically sealed InK for hours then for
days sad Anally for weeks or meatbs

More than that they manage te III
their 9tomach as if It were a storeroom
with at
forward pa
doves at a time To effect thte the
string of their tongue is cut so that
they can turn it beck and close their
windpipe at will They know hew to
hypnotize themselves by looking fixedly
at the top of their nose and by con-
tracting the thoracic muscles they can
so stop the movement ef the heart that
it is imperceptible They also have pot
Sons in their possession that are tua
known to the European pharmacy and
that can produce all the
facts Instantaneously You see how
easily all these combined agents can
simulate the appearance of death

Nerbert to these explanations
with deep interest but his interest was
nothing compared te that ef Kaddeur
He was quite himself again and was
now taking in with wide open eyos and
ears every word of the doctor

The latter at last perceived this and
dropped the subject for the present re-
serving it for the drawing room when
the person principally concerned should

having
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not be at hand
Well my boy be said patting the

dwarf on the head affectionately and
professionally we are certainly much
better But there must be no more of
these praaka because they would not

now Virgil will
give you a cup of soup presently with a
glass of claret After that yeu must
take a nap and wake up quite well

Really to the doctor speak one
would have thought that he was ad-
dressing the most virtuous and charm-
ing patient instead of a wicked deform-
ity who had barely escaped a well
raortted capital sentence by feigning te-
poison himself But such is the strength
ef the medical sense of what is fitting
ia tbe practice of the profession that
every ether consideration Is lost in tile
singleminded care for the patient aad
rich or poor bosoM man or criminal

a doctor I

Anti such is the strength of example
that everyone In the observatory acted
likewise They all forgot the crimes
ot Kaddour and only looked upon bin
first as a singular phenomenon then
after some hours had passed by as a
brother in misfortune anothor exile
from earth

Everyone hastened to show him little
attentions as soon as he was able to
rise and go into the Hall of Telescopes
where a hammock was slung for him

The dwarf was morosely silent at first
and did not apparently appreciate their
kindness The doctor alone seemed to
Had grace In his eyes and he appeared
glad to tear his voice

But whea be saw the genial sympathy
was real and not affected when he
understood that bis crimes were for-
given and that he was treated like a
friend be was so overcome at last by
se much generosity that one day he
gave proof of the act by bursting into
tears

This proved the signal for a complete
change In bis manners and conduct He
did net speak any mere but his eld ex-
pression ef morose defiance gave place to
ono of sadness ef almost gentien
was evident that a chord bad been
touched in that hard heart
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THE HISTORY OF KADDOUR
Little by little the dwarf expanded ia

this atmosphere of But
could draw word from him except

Brlet who rallied him about his feats of
magic

Then Kaddeur smiling faintly would
cotMleflCdod to aaavcjer in the sane strain
as if speaking to another soothsayer Oa-
tbeae occasions ae often a mar
velous amount of general knowledge
They wore all muck struck by this fact

The follow said Briet is a perfect
mine of ve 1taa cyclope-
dia Physics and chemistry physiology
mathematiCal natural history medicines
living languages military art nothing
comes nation to him and he seems to
have gone to the bottom of everything
I am always wondering where he got it
all and 1 long to ask him but something
or other stops me

That is only natural sold
you only feel that alter saving the life

of the poor wretch It would net

were
Theta it But he added laughing

it Is not that only I have a vague
8oatlrae t that I might resale with

Perhaps the doetor was right oa
thia point Anyhow natwltaataadtag
the change that had come over the
drawf there seemed to he a lead
lain mind preventing him from being
ai his

A fortunate circamstaaca s aa
the clue however Talking

before Kaddour at table about some
iniquitous preeeedlag of Wagner
Gryphins and Vagel Norhert said with
more fraakaese than raederadoa-

Wltat a blessing it ia the midst
of our misfortunes not to have those
scoundrels with

At these words Kaddaurs
flamed He hesitated aa iswtaat then
turning to Norbert bu saM 1U you
allow ina to ak yon a qtiestlaa sir

a

knowledgea

Gertrude

you to ask for his history Ia return ii It
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a ysra did I venture to uk
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It was Ute first ttot h had ever 8Ospoken They all looked af
Most wflMajgly awwefad Norbert

If it ia not Indiscreet oa aty part
UCMiaa KwWour I ws M know

men
hosed are year frteauar

What Persons a Qr Orypfefns-

EvpedaMy the last mamed
Kaddottr

Certainly ROt they are by n meansmy friamfe
But I thought

dour who d atr
thought they ware your aartaars

To a certain extent they wrp rrypartners indeed but they are abncall things my sworn enemies
have omitted nothing that lay in thnrpower to ruin my enterprise

Ia It possible cried Kaddaur rslas from hIs soat Ah be
1 understand It all now It was they

who sent an Arab to denounce vourproject to the Mogaddara a foolI not to see It before But addedthe dwarf suddenly stopping short andturning two flaming oyos on Norbert
bet do you not knew all about these

mea whom you permitted to follow you
to the Soudan-

I know nothing about them saidHerbert They are chance associates
whom eJrcamstaaeos throw ia my way
I neither knew net care whence they

who they are cried Kaddeur whoso
emotion almost choked him It mat

sole excusQ for the evil things I have
done you and for the evil I would have
done Tote has been the only bar to my
deep gratitude for all your goodness
But how could I guest tb truth

You know Gryapiae and
asked the doctor

Do I know cried Kaddour
excitedly Do I know the villains
who stole from me my share af earthly
happiness and almost destroyed my
vary form Do I know UM butchers who
for fifteen years tortured me the m s
dreadful manner and made me tholaughing stock of Uu world Yes ia
deed I know thorn only too well I
hate them to such a point that I would
give anything in world to have thmhere were it for only one
pay them oil for all they aaftde me suf-
fer

There was a tone af rage In th so
that it was taapooetMa te Ust n

to them without shuddering Yet none
of his hearers thought of remonstrating
His grotesque exterior aatwtthatandip
Kaddour Inspired more reapect than
compassion The common herd had sr n
In him a supernatural being on accoun
of his pretended powers and more
lightened witnesses coHldaot hut ar
knowledge a superior intelligence n
him oven while they eondaia d
charlatanism

Per a moment Kaddouc w a
with emotion Thea he roBusaaa1

I do not suppose that it would m
terest you to hoer the history of my
life You would only pity me for my
fearful wrongs and pity ia as abhor
rent to me as contempt

They hastened to assure of tbrirdeep sympathy with bin sufferings
the doctor especially had the happy
idea of laying stress upon their
scientific curiosity Thiebad tie desired
erred en Knddonr who thus proceedri

You will b somewhat surprised ta
learn that I belong to tbe same nationyourselves the French Not that I
have any decided proofs to give tut I
have a vague recollection of having n
called Charles whoa I was quite little
I have never knowa my family name
for parents country home however
humble that may have been wore all
stolen from me at once at the outset
ef my miserable life I have a conv
tien however that I must have been
born in France from various little in-
cidents and words caught up here and
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there and long pondered in secret and
from the fact that the French language
came naturally te me

I must have been two or throe years
oW whoa they carried me off One day
a traveling circus settled dewn near
us I bad been taken to see one
the performances and from that

head was filled with the images o-

clewas jockeys horses tad performing
dogs Let by curiosity I crept en hat Is
and kaees under the canvas covering
af the teat ORe day In
paradise again I had been there but
a few minutes gazing at the acrobats aa
they packed up their belongings In
readiness to depart when suddenly a
great hand was clapped oa my mouth
I was caught up carried off and throw a
late a dark corner After a good ry
I must have asleep When I
awoke I was in one of the moving

I bad so admired
It may perhaps surprise you that-

I should have such a yield recollect 101-

af some things while ethaon are so
vague I give theta to yen sloe
they are worth for I asa Ret at aL
certain aa to my age at that ttaae only
I look back te tItHe impress ns
as to the only bright spat ia Hfe Ml
the cruel tortures
te efface the memory af our sunny Ii-

Ue garden e my mothers It-

ef my father cheery laMgk-

Oryphtas and Vogel were the pr
printers and of the traveling
circus They had a wretebot dwv
with them as chief attraction He fil
ill Fearing lest be a kga dU
scoundrels conceived the diabolical ca
tion of manufacturing a dwarf I wr-

tcoademned never to grew They 13
eased me ia steel corselet that entirely
stopped the development of body
my limbs were tightly bevnI lin n

as the Chinese wsmn tioid their
feet
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